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S I C K  B A Y  

Jaco van Heerden is recuperating from an 
operation. 
We wish him a speedy recovery. 

S U B S  

Still only R80pa.  If not yet paid, please see 
last page for banking details & let me know 
when paid.  Thank you! 
  
 

 F OR T HC OMI NG  E V E NT S  

23
rd

 April : High Tea/Car Show –  
Waterfall Methodist Church 

29
th

 May  Cars in the Park, Ashburton 

 

Greetings folks 

As many of you already know through email, we have lost 
two of our old stalwarts this year.  Firstly Paul Deglon, who 
had become very frail and resigned his membership in 
December.  Secondly, our club president, Allan Wilkinson, 
who passed away in hospital after undergoing surgery in 
connection with his Crohns disease.  He also recently 
underwent a hip replacement operation and seemed to be 
recovering well.  Both of them will be greatly missed.  

We will soon be saying farewell to Rod & Jenny Moore as 
they head off to the UK permanently. 

Our membership is really dwindling now and it is difficult to 
attract new, younger, members.  As with many other clubs 
(not only car clubs) most of the younger generation do not 
seem interested in joining clubs but prefer to communicate 
and share their interests pm social media.    Our other club, 
the VSCC in Pietermaritzburg, is also becoming very thin on 
the ground. 

F O R  S A L E  /  W A N T E D  /  S O L D  
1958 Rover 105 S (P4) 
Running but needs renovation.  S-licence to 2022-11-30. 
R15 000 onco. 
Contact Ray Bungay 083 227 0469 

 

 

NE W  ME MB E R S  

Nil 
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Memories of Paul & Allan 

By John Wheaton 

My fond memories of those wonderful men, Paul Deglon and Allan Wilkinson (I’ll leave their obituaries to those 
who knew their life stories) - John W. 

Paul was a gentle soul whose passion was unconventional engineering: not only did he read extensively about 
such things as Stirling-cycle engines but he also experimented with them and built working models.  His interest 
in good engineering also extended to a large collection of vintage motorcycles (that had dwindled to two by the 
time Guido’s son Martin visited him during one of the DJ Rallies prior to lockdown) and of course Rovers, as an 
enthusiastic member of the NROA. 

I never knew Paul to say a nasty thing about anyone, and his essential goodness meant that he was frequently 
the target of great kidding: his first reaction was always to believe what the kidder was saying… and only 
afterwards to realise that he’d been had. 

 
 

  
 

 

Allan was one of the original members of the NROA and was without doubt the catalyst for its formation.  Pat 
Coyne (who re-started the club in 1984 and kept it going until its revitalising in 2004) always gave credit to Allan 
for having introduced him to the ‘nothing finer’ P4.  Allan moved up to PMB in 1978 (but the core of the club 
still remained in Durban) and when the new era meant that the core moved to PMB, he once again became a 
very active member. 

Allan was an old-school gentleman: he always wore a hat that he would raise whenever he greeted anyone - 
even much younger people (who I trust took a leaf out of his impeccable manners) and had the very rare 
quality of being a listener.  Whenever any subject was being discussed you could see that he was listening to 
the person speaking (and to what was being said) and not busy thinking about what he was going to say.  I 
imagine that this would have made him an excellent headmaster and – even more significantly – an excellent 
teacher.  Those ignorant cynics who say that those who can, DO, and those who can’t, TEACH, fail to realise 
that teachers are the ones who give the doers the tools that enable them to DO. 

Avril and Annette, you have lost your life-partners and loving companions, the NROA has lost two stalwarts and 
I shall sadly miss the wonderful conversations that I always looked forward to with these friends. 

 
* * * * * * * 
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Allan Wilkinson Memories 
By Tony Cope 

It is with extreme sadness that I heard of the passing of Allan Wilkinson who has been an important and valued 
part of my life for five decades.  

As a schoolboy at Westville Boys High School he was appointed Deputy Headmaster when I was in about 
Standard 9, and of course Headmasters and Deputy Headmasters were best to be avoided as they were 
responsible for caning errant schoolboys.  

My parents had a cottage at Himeville and in the 1960’s and early 1970’s a film was sent up from 
Pietermaritzburg in the bus to be shown at the Underberg Farmers Hall every Saturday, this weekly event being 
a major social event in the district. Imagine my surprise when the Deputy Headmaster and his family appeared 
at a screening one evening, and then finding out shortly thereafter he had bought a cottage in the same street 
as my parents! 

Around that time my brother Nicholas and I, with funding from my mother June, acquired a very down at heel 
1956 Land Rover Series 1 SWB which needed extensive work to get back on the road again. After it was re-
registered it was then left at the cottage at Himeville for trips up Sani Pass and other off road adventures. 

However Allan then acquired a Land Rover Series 2 LWB truck and by then he had been promoted to the 
Headmaster at Northlands so many a time was spent addressing repairs to both Land Rovers. His children 
Kiloran, Douglas and Iain, who were a similar age to my brother and I, were very much part of the large group 
of teenagers, mostly from Durban, who spent a lot of time together on bike rides, swimming in the rivers, and 
enjoying companionship in an idyllic part of Natal. 

Allan then acquired a Heather Brown P4 100 and it was the first P4 I had actually sat in and been driven in, and 
as someone who planned to study engineering at university I was so impressed by the design and build quality. 
Within a year Nicholas and I persuaded my university lecturer father Trevor to buy a P4 80 which came 
standard with the Series 2 Land Rover engine. As an aside my father was taught woodwork at DPHS by Allan’s 
father. 

Another lecturer Mike Smith at the University of Natal flagged my father down one day as he was keen to buy a 
P4, and Mike bought a 90 from Johannesburg. This started a trend amongst other lecturers buying a number of 
P4’s so that they became fairly common on campus. 

Mike and I were concerned about limited support for Rovers as McCarthy Rodway had scrapped all their P4 
spares as the cars were then over ten years old, so we co-founded the NROA in May 1977, I having only turned 
19 a few months before. When we set up the Committee Allan was clearly best suited to be Chairman, a role he 
willingly accepted when asked. 

As can be read so far it was Allan’s passion for Rovers that resulted in a chain of events that led to the 
formation of the NROA – Allan is truly the father of the NROA. 

I kept in touch with Allan and Annette over the years, and it was a very sad time when their youngest son Iain 
was killed in an accident in the Drakensberg. In 2002 my family stayed with them on a visit to South Africa, and 
it gave me great pleasure showing Allan and Annette, and in later years, Douglas and his family, around Sydney 
when they visited.  

We met again in 2012 when the NROA hosted a run to the Rob Roy Hotel to welcome me for the NROA’s 35th 
birthday, and then at a very pleasant BBQ in 2014 at Rob and Valda North’s home Dalkeith. While I was working 
in the UK in 2017 it was lovely to meet Kiloran and her family together with Allan and Annette over dinner at 
Kiloran’s house in Bedford.  

I was so privileged to have known Allan and to enjoy a long term friendship with him, and my sympathies and 
well wishes go out to Annette, Kiloran, Douglas and the extended Wilkinson families. 

 

* * * * * * *
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, ASHBURTON 

 
A small group of us attended the AGM on Sunday 6

th
 February, at Hennie Kritzinger’s property, THE 

FARM, in Ashburton.  Minutes and the Treasurer’s Report have already been circulated on email, so 
will not be included in this newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After tea/coffee and eats on arrival, a 
very short meeting was quickly 
concluded and then Hennie welcomed 
us into his workshop / storage facility 
to view the various vehicles and 
memorabilia stored there.   

Hennie has sold most of his cars 
(including a big collection of Fords) 
but amongst others, he still owns a 
magnificent Mercury Cougar and is 
busy currently restoring an Opel 
Manta.  He is a meticulous restorer, 
always to original specifications.   

Hennie provides accommodation on 
his premises for a number of cars that 
participate in races at Dezzi Raceway 
on the South Coast. 
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Having viewed the vehicles and Hennie’s library housing a collection of motoring publications, we all 
settled down to a braai and natter. 
 
The club made a R500 donation to the Rencken Centre for intellectually impaired adults, at which 
Hennie’s daughter is a resident.  (See Pg 18) 
 
Our thanks to Hennie & Muriel for their warm hospitality. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

Along one wall 
were displayed 
hundreds of 
photos 
recording the 
history of 
Hesketh 
racetrack, with 
many familiar 
names and faces 
spotted by us. 

Trophy presented to 
Rose & Clyde for their 
efforts and enthusiasm 
in keeping the club 
going. 
(Spot the 2 Rovers in 
the background!) 
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Classic Motorcycles - Boom or Bust- 

By John Booth 

What’s going on with the classic motorcycle market?  Researchers are telling us that the numbers are 
falling amongst the youth interested in buying classic motorcycles.  Yet dealers are telling us it has 
never been a better time to invest in classic bikes.  Prices seem to be surging.  Record prices are being 
achieved for the likes of Vincent and Brough Superior motorcycles.   

In 2000 I sold my 1959 BSA A10 Golden Flash 650cc in the UK for 2000 pounds.  I had taken it with me 
to use and not sell but after experiencing the congested and slippery salt ridden roads of the UK, I 
quickly came to the conclusion it was time to sell.  Today some 20 years later a similar bike will fetch 
around 4000 pounds.  So from a financial position was I right to sell at that time? Well if I had invested 
the money in the bank with the current interest rates I would probably not have got anywhere near 
the 4000 pounds.  However if you take into account storage and maintenance to keep the bike in good 
condition, in addition to inflation and the apparent declining interest in this type of motorcycle, I was 
better off having sold it 20 years ago.   In reality 4000 pounds today would not buy me what 2000 
pounds bought 20 years ago.    

Japanese classic bikes on the other hand are still strong amongst collectors.  My Kawasaki KH 250 two 
stroke triple that I had when I did my national service in the South African Air Force would fetch a 
staggering 7000 pounds.  Who would have ever thought the day would come when classic Japanese 
bikes would outstrip British classics in terms of overall value?  However the glory days of Japanese 
motorcycle values may also be short lived.  The simple reason is, just like British motorcycles, interest 
will diminish as the generation dies off that once cherished these bikes.  Investment advisors are 
currently telling us to buy Japanese motorcycles before you buy a small capacity British bike.  More 
importantly the youth of today are less interested in buying old motorcycles.  It has been estimated 30 
to 40% less of the younger generation are interested in motorcycles.  I would say that when they are 
in their 50’s they will probably collect cell phones.  You only need to see how they covert the latest 
Apple iPhone.  If you don’t have one you’re just not cool! 

A few reasons have been put forward as to why the up and coming next generation are not buying 
classic motorcycles: 

Many are paying off student loans, education is expensive. 

They lack the mechanical knowledge to restore or keep a classic motorcycle running.  

The youth of today are far less rebellious than previous generations and have other forms of interests 
like computer games or cell phones.  The iconic movies like Easy Rider are being left behind in the 
movie history books.                                                                                                                            

Times are changing and the youth get more street cred from owning the latest cell phone then 
perhaps a classic bike.                                                                                                                                

If we box up the buyers of motorcycles in general into age groups, not taking into account any 
overlaps we find: 

20 to 30 year old age group shows a declining interest in buying classic motorcycles.  There are 
obviously exceptions to this rule.   

30 to 50 year old age group are not buying British classics but going for the Japanese bikes of their 
youth. 

50 to 80 plus age group age buying both Japanese and British classics.  This group is where the money 
is.  They are either at the height of their careers or just retired with a lump sum pension pay out.  They 
are fuelling the current price surge but predictions are it will be short lived.   
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Then we have the investor.  He or she is in it for the money.  They are selective as to what they buy.  
They probably won’t buy the run of the mill classics.  I-f you look on eBay at a lot of vintage parts 
offered for sale will probably have zero bids or price reduced.  It has been said India is the next 
powerhouse of classic motorcycle demand.  However there does not seem to be much movement in 
this direction.  Maybe some false marketing to try and generate more interest.  Big auction houses 
and dealers I am sure will probably say it’s never been a better time to invest, take their advice if you 
feel it’s worth the gamble. 

As has been said by experts in the field time and time again, buy it if you love it, restore it if you love it 
but don’t buy or restore to make money.  If you’re sitting on a pile of Vincent or Brough Superior 
spares then you’re probably sitting on a gold mine……at the moment.  If you’re sitting on a pile of 
average British bike spares and you’re just waiting for them to go up in value then I think you have 
missed the bus and probably should have sold them 10 years ago.   You may very well be in for a big 
shock and those parts may not make you into a millionaire.  The future predicts fewer buyers with less 
money.  That part that you thought was an ace card in your garage may only be worth scrap value. 

 In February 2021 Harley Davidson said North American sales were down 18%.  They had exited 39 
markets in 2020.  Globally sales were down 17%.  That’s bad news for the motorcycle industry in the 
US.  Yet in 2021 Ducati posted their highest recorded sales in their 95 year history.  Most have been 
sold to American buyers.  Could the latest Harley Davidson offerings not be what people want to buy? 
Could Ducati be the turning point in an upsurge in buyers from all age groups? However global market 
trends overall are showing a slow decline in motorcycle ownership.  In 1990 the median age for an 
American motorcycle rider was just 32.  In 2009 it was 40.  In 2018 it was 47.  We are aging as bikers.   

So what is the answer? After reading many articles I don’t think that in our life time there will be a big 
turnaround and a huge revival in demand for classic motorcycles.  Money is tight.  Roads are busy and 
unless the super-rich in China suddenly develop an interest in classic motorcycles I would say we will 
carry on as before with a probable slow decline as buyers age.  Some may have counter arguments 
and a revival is just around the corner.  However you only have to look at how many motorcycles 
dealerships there were around in the 1980’s and how many there are today.  My personal opinion is 
that the motorcycle one day will be replaced by a ride on drone and this may not be long in the 
waiting. 

So what is the quick fix? Well it is unlikely that the youth will suddenly develop an interest in classic 
motorcycles, let alone restoring them.  There may emerge a cult following for certain brands of 
motorcycles as has happened with the legendary Ford Escort.  This type of cult may be spurred on by a 
TV series, but will probably be short lived and isolated to possibly a specific region.  Classic motorcycle 
rallies could be under threat from increasing legislation, congested roads and irritated drivers.  With 
so many permits needed it might not be worth the effort.  Rallies as such may be reduced to an 
ordinary bike ride to get around the red tape.  As it has already been said, there is nothing stopping a 
group of riders from riding on national roads with licensed motorcycles.  Rallies that currently cater 
for certain motorcycles or age of motorcycles may need to open them up to other classes of bike.  
Routes may need to change to avoid the dangerous roads.  The term rally may need to be sacrificed 
and become a bike run to survive the legislation.   

It is very likely, almost a certainty, that all motorcycles including classics will go electric.  I don’t think 
we will get around the emissions debacle no matter what we do.  Hyundai has recently announced it is 
shutting down its research and development of the internal combustion engine.  They are 
concentrating on electrification of motor vehicles.  I am sure other manufacturers will soon follow.  
Battery technology is advancing rapidly.  Future dealers will probably sell electric motor kits that can 
be fitted into a current classic bike engine or a totally new electric motor will become available - 
internal combustion engine on the outside but electric motor in the inside.   Will these bikes still hold 
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interest and value?  Electrification may very well spark some interest amongst buyers of all ages.  They 
may like the modern ‘carbon emission free’ twist.  The beauty of an old bike with a modern motor.  A 
1934 BSA Sloper with a 2030 Tesla electric motor.  Any takers? 

Maybe hang onto that engineless bike you have tucked away at the back of your garage and stop 
wasting your time looking for those hard to find internal combustion engine spares.  Any engine parts 
you have could one day generate some good scrap pocket money.  However will this interest last?  
How many horse drawn wagons do you see running around?  I think the market will change very 
quickly.  There will not be a slow transition from petrol to electric as with the horse to the internal 
combustion engine.  We have the manufacturing capacity to do this.  However as I have already said 
my personal opinion is the motorcycle will one day be replaced by a ride on drone.  Maybe classic 
motorcycles will be become the Chippendale of furniture.  Every well to do household will have one 
near the fireplace.   

In conclusion I feel that the classic motorcycle movement will be affected by two things  :  ageing 
buyers and future emissions legislation.  Until that happens, enjoy them for what they are. 

Below please see some articles I found that make interesting reading.  My thanks to the various 
authors of these articles . 

http://cutfrommetal.com/free-falling-the-vintage-motorcycle-market-is-in-trouble/ 

https://www.racq.com.au/living/articles/Motorcycle-sales-in-decline 

https://cleantechnica.com/2020/04/17/global-motorcycle-market-collapses-as-harley-makes-deep-cuts/ 

https://www.footmanjames.co.uk/blog/the-future-of-classic-bikes  

https://electrek.co/2021/12/28/hyundai-shuts-down-engine-development-team-focus-electric-cars/ 

 

  

 

Cover picture: 

The Rover 16 was a medium-sized family car announced in mid-August 1936 and produced by 
the British Rover car company between 1936 and 1940 as a successor to the Rover Meteor 16. It 
was put back into production in 1945 following the Second World War and remained on sale until 

replaced by the Rover P3 in 1948. The 16 was part of the Rover P2 range, along with Rover 
10, Rover 12, Rover 14 and Rover 20 models.  

The car, with its mildly streamlined form, resembled the existing Rover 10 and the Rover 12 but 
was slightly longer and featured a more rounded back end. The six-cylinder ohv engine had a 
capacity of 2,147 cc. A top speed of 124 km/h (77 mph) was claimed. In addition to a “six-light” 
saloon and a “four-light” "sports saloon, a two-door cabriolet was available, usually referred to as a 
drophead coupé, with bodywork by Tickfords. 

The sports saloon and the drophead coupé had slightly less length between the front and rear 
seats, but a longer bonnet, with the front footwell extending further beneath the bonnet. 

A version called the Rover 14 saloon combined the same body with (from 1938) a 1,901 cc six-
cylinder engine. There was also a version called the Rover 20 with a 2512 cc. engine. 

Notable features included a "freewheel" system, Bijur-Luvax automatic lubrication of the chassis, 
and Girling rod actuated fully compensated mechanical brakes of exceptionally high efficiency. 

Extract from Wikipedia 

  

http://cutfrommetal.com/free-falling-the-vintage-motorcycle-market-is-in-trouble/
https://www.racq.com.au/living/articles/Motorcycle-sales-in-decline
https://cleantechnica.com/2020/04/17/global-motorcycle-market-collapses-as-harley-makes-deep-cuts/
https://www.footmanjames.co.uk/blog/the-future-of-classic-bikes
https://electrek.co/2021/12/28/hyundai-shuts-down-engine-development-team-focus-electric-cars/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_(car)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_Meteor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_P3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_20
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streamlines,_streaklines,_and_pathlines#Applications
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rover_20
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THE DJ RUN 
Taken from the DJ Run website 

 

First run in 1913 the race quickly gained popularity and proved to be tough-going. Sheer 
determination and courage of the riders prevailed. 
 
Initially there were no tarmac roads and many of the surfaces were rough and hard-going. 
It was only in the last years leading up to 1936 that some of the roads were tarred. 
 
Riders had to make regular stops to open and close farm gates along the way. It was also a 
flat-out race, not quite the sedate two-day timed regularity rally it is today. 
 
In those bygone days of motorcycling the race was a test of man and machine.  The 
machines of the time could be unreliable and on many occasion had fence wire or bailing 
twine added along the way to "keep things together". 
 
The "DJ" became a world-class event attracting riders and machines from around the world 
and it was a sad day indeed when the race was banned. Resurrected in 1970 it became a 
rally or regularity trial rather than a race. 
 
The first motorcycle race between Durban and Johannesburg was held in 1913. At that 
time, a touring trip between the cities by road was an adventure in itself and motorists 
prepared themselves well in advance for all the eventualities such as mud, punctures and 
mechanical breakdown. Normally the trip would take two or three days and on their arrival 
at the destination, the drivers would normally be asked "How many punctures did you 
have?" 
 
To travel by car was an adventure, by motorcycle an experience never to be forgotten, but 
to cover the distance by motorcycle at racing speeds…! 
 
To cater for all sizes of machines, it was a handicap race with the little bikes leaving as 
much as 5 hours ahead of the scratch man. 
 
The initial races were in fact raced from Johannesburg to Durban over a three-day period 
with stop-overs in Standerton and Ladysmith. In 1919 the race moved to a two-day event 
and has remained as such to this day with a stopover in Newcastle. 1922 saw the event 
change cities and has been ridden from Durban to Johannesburg since. 
 
The history and the experiences of South Africa's greatest motorcycle racers taking part in 
the race are well documented and could fill several books on the courage, disasters, 
excitement, determination and spirit of the entrants as well as the bikes they rode. Sadly, 
the last event was held in 1936 after which the authorities stepped in and banned racing on 
public roads due to the higher speeds and increased volumes of traffic. 
 
In 1969, the late Dick Osborne, himself an avid motorcyclist, persuaded a group of 
enthusiasts to help him organize a commemorative DJ run, using the roads that the original 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Well done to Guido & Karen Kaiser’s son Martin for placing 3rd in the 
recent DJ Commemorative Rally (Durban to Johannesburg)  



RoverNews 10 

race covered and most importantly, using motorcycles that were old enough to have 
participated in the last DJ race. This eligibility limit meant that the bikes had to have been 
manufactured before 31 December, 1936. 
 
The format of the run would be a competitive rally running to varying set speeds and 
participants' performance would be monitored by hidden marshals placed along the route. 
(Ed:  Now digital loggers are used by the riders and no marshals are required.)  The run 
would be over two days (as was the original race), with an overnight stop in Newcastle. The 
original Schlesinger Vase, still in existence, would be awarded to the winner. 
 
The first commemorative run was in 1970 and it has taken place every year since except for 
1974 when the authorities refused permission due to the petrol shortage. 
 
The event is acknowledged as the premier vintage motorcycle rally in South Africa and has 
International status and is run under the auspices of MSA (MotorSport South Africa) and 
FIM Africa (Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme, previously known as the AMU - 
African Motorcycle Union). 
 
The event attracts huge interest amongst all veteran, vintage and classic motor car and 
motorcycle enthusiasts. 
 
The DJ Run is organised and promoted by the Vintage and Veteran Club of South Africa 
 

https://vvc.co.za/dj.co.za/ 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Fred Rascher was called upon in November to 
help lay a wreath at the Anglo-Boer War 

Memorial in Johannesburg on behalf of the 
SAVVA Motorcycle Clubs 

(Fred in the blue shirt) 
 
 

https://vvc.co.za/dj.co.za/
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Rover 9 Roadster 
By John Booth 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Progress on the Rover. 

Here is the photo of the 

Rover as per the last 

article. 

 

The rear section being bent  

 

The rear section has 

been formed. Spare 

wheel will be mounted 

on the back. The floor 

section is in. 
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Forming the door panel. Note 

there is a curvature on the door 

to tie in nicely with the body line 

 

Door is on with Rover 

door handles and top 

piece that will take the 

upholstery 

 

 

Side panel is now on 

Cutting and drilling the side panels 
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Here I made a ‘Press Brake 

to form the bonnet 

 
 

Setting up the Bonnet Hinge. 

Managed to match the radius of 

the grill to the bonnet very close 

 

Bonnet half taking shape 

 

The bonnet taking its form, 

using the press brake 
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Here the side vent is taking shape 

The car needs a name so I will 

remove the ‘O’ from the Rover 

90 badge and call the car a 

Rover 9 
 

 

 

Front View. Slowly 

taking shape 

Here is the car more or less as it 

stands now. 

 

I have decided to make up the 

side vents as on the original 

Rover, but using stainless steel 
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More restoration taking place 
Fred Rascher is also busy restoring a couple of vehicles, though not Rovers.  He bought a Model A Ford 
and a Plymouth pickup from Cedric Macdonald last year.  Both are huge projects to undertake and he 
has spent a lot of money already importing parts from the USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clyde lent a hand by signwriting the 
Plymouth name on the tailgate. 
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1938 Plymouth PT57  

Fred Rascher 

In January 2021 I had a blonde moment and 
decided to buy 2 cars - a 1930 Ford Model A 
and the Plymouth.   This has been the most 
difficult restoration I have ever attempted;  the 
missing parts are a major problem and the rust 
at the rear of the cab.  Luckily all parts are 
available in the USA, but at great cost. 

Due to the travel restrictions, freight rates 
have soared up 300% over normal rates.  

 

A new back panel for the cab was needed.  
Again, due to awkward size, freight was 
more than the actual cost.  Luckily, Mikes A 
Fordable parts in Georgia was able to help 
there.  I bought many parts on E bay and 
they were mostly sent to Mike.  To make it 
easier, I also stripped the Ford to get many 
of the Ford parts at the same time.  Mike 
then made one big shipment for me - 6 
boxes at freight cost of $1400. 

The other 3 main parts suppliers I used sent parts separately.  

The engine was turning but had almost no compression, so a complete overhaul was 
done.  The front brake drums were shot, so it was cheaper to convert to disc brakes.  
Diff and gearbox were stripped and new bearings fitted, as was the steering box.  This 
had not seen lubrication in many years.  All new shocks and suspension parts have 
been fitted front and rear.   

The rear box body was very bent so I 
made a bar with 9 bolts that I used to 
push the bottom as flat as I could.  Again, 
rust was bad underneath.  The engine 
now runs, oil pressure is good.  The new 
fuel tank fits but the new sender unit is 
not working, so that necessitates 
removing the tank again.  The whole 
vehicle has been painted.  At present I 
have to make new floor boards and seats.  
The bits of seat that came with the 
vehicle may not be correct. 

The biggest problem still is the headlights - the inner parts are missing and are not 
available anywhere.  This is going to spoil the front view and detract from the vehicle.  
I have seen people on various sites offer up to $2000 for an original pair.   

Hopefully it will be finished in the next few months, and then I can tackle the A.  
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RAPID EXPANSION OF COLLECTOR CARS RESULTS IN 

INSURER HAGERTY GOING PUBLIC 

Hagerty, the world’s largest provider of speciality insurance for classic vehicles, has enjoyed 
such a business boom in the recent past that it went public on December 3, 2021. The 
company, which merged with Aldel Financial Inc. for the listing, was valued at almost R50 
billion after the stock started trading on the New York Stock Exchange.  

The Hagerty family remains the majority stock owner with McKeel Hagerty, son of founders 
Frank and Louise, continuing as CEO. 

Not only is the company benefitting from a rapid global interest in collector cars, but it has 
also recently acquired three well-regarded concours d ’elegance events in the United States 
as well as the California Mille driving event. It is growing its network of Garage + Social 
locations which combined luxury housing for classic cars but also a gathering place for their 
owners. The company operates currently in the United States, Canada, Germany, and the 
United Kingdom. 

Hagerty insures two million cars globally and the Hagerty Drivers’ Club has more than 1.8 
million members while its prestigious club magazine has a readership of 1.2 million. Hagerty 
also operates DriveShare, a peer-to-peer service that rents out classic cars.  

Collector car growth is driving Hagerty to expand its Garage + Social network from the 
current original target of 10 to possibly as many as 40-50. 

“Classic car insurance is a very safe bet for investors and the move to the stock exchange is 
primarily about the core insurance business,” according to Donald Osborne, CEO of the 
Audrain Automobile Museum in Newport, Rhode Island.  

Hagerty was established as a niche insurance agency in 1984 to provide insurance for owners 
of wooden boats. This was expanded into insuring classic cars in 1991. The company 
established a media presence in the classic car space in 2000 and the first annual Hagerty 
Price Guide was published in 2008. 

* * * * * * * 
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The club’s banking details: 

 
Account name: Natal Rover Owners’ Association 
Bank:   Standard Bank, Florida Road 
Branch Code 042726    OR    EFT bank code:  051001 
Account No:  254048676 
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YOUR CURRENT COMMITTEE 
PORTFOLIO 

POSITION  
NAME  

CELL 

NUMBER  
EMAIL  

President  Alan Wilkinson    

Chairlady  Dawn Booth  082 407 4757  dawnboothbooks@gmail.com 

Secretary  Rose Wyatt  083 327 8763  rwyatt@nitrosoft.co.za  

Treasurer  Rose Wyatt  083 327 8763  as above 

Editor  Rose Wyatt  083 327 8763  as above 

Events  Clyde Wyatt  083 327 8763  as above 

Webmaster  John Booth  073 341 8211  beltec@telkomsa.net  

 

Newsletter prepared by 

ROSE  WYATT 
033-330 6413 or 083 327 8763 
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