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Greetings folks 
I trust the year has started well for you all (apart from the loadshedding & political nonsense, of course!) 

You will have already received the minutes from our AGM held in early February.   On Pg 2-3 is a short write-up of 
the event, together with some photos. 

On 16th April we meet up with Tony Cope (founder member of the NROA, now living in Australia).   Also invited is 
Mike Smith, co-founder of the club.  Details on email. 

For those of you who don’t have the facility on your cellphones to join our NROA WhatsApp group, you have been 
missing some very worthwhile exchanges between our members.  It’s great to see the interest that has been 
generated.  Many thanks to Ruan for setting this up. 

F O R  S A L E  
Let us know if you are aware of anything 

W E L C O M E  T O  N E W  M E M B E R S   
George & Patience Rodrigues, from Delmas.  
He has a 1962 Rover P4 95 which is in need of a 
total restoration.  We wish him great success 
with that and hope to see him, and the car, one 
day. 
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AGM & Braai at The Farm, Ashburton 
5th February 
 
We had quite a good turnout for the AGM this year (14 of us) and there was much chatter and camaraderie 
amongst those who attended.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

L to R:  Rosemary & Mervyn 
Payne, Margrit & Dave Miller, 
John Wheaton   

 

Dawn Booth & Fred Rascher in 
earnest conversation 

 

L to R:  Michelle Swanepoel, 
Niel Rasmussen, Eileen 
Rasmussen, Ruan Swanepoel, 
Clyde Wyatt 
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After tea/coffee and eats, the AGM was quickly finished and the men started the braai.  Unfortunately Hennie 
(the owner of the venue) is not well, but he did come across from his house to have a short chat.  We were, 
however, able to take a look at his shed/workshop to see what restorations were on the go.  This shed has a 
wall filled with historic motor racing photos and news clippings. 
 
As soon as the meat was cooked, everyone sat down to whatever lunch they had brought with them, again to 
much discussion and friendly banter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
We were very happy to have Mervyn & Rosemary Payne, who at the last minute were able to join us after all.  
For once Mervyn was not playing the organ in their church, which normally precludes their attendance at our 
get-togethers. 
 
After the meeting we presented a donation of R500 towards the Rencken Centre for Intellectually Challenged 
Adults, where Hennie & Muriel’s daughter resides. 
 
  

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

Dave Miller was the proud (and very well-
deserved) recipient of the President’s 

Trophy, awarded for his loyal attendance 
at almost every club event. 

 

 

John Wheaton presenting the trophy 
to Dave. 
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Cars, Coffee & Crepes at the VSCC, Pietermaritzburg 

12th March 
 
The day turned out to be overcast, with showers predicted, which may have deterred some from 
coming along, and apparently it was pouring down Hillcrest/Kloof way where some of our members 
live.  Nevertheless there was a good turnout of all sorts of vehicles and I’m sure Fred must have been 
pleased with the response. 
 
Clyde & I went down in the Rover and Neil Rasmussen joined us later in his P5.   
 

 
 
 
The white Cobra pictured above was built up by the owner over 4 years, every Sunday.  He 
manufactured many of the parts himself. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

L to R:  Fred’s Mustang, 
beautifully presented Cobra, 
Wyatts’ P4 90 

Niel Rasmussen arriving in 
his lovely P5 
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The orange Puma pictured on the left has been restored by a young guy (28) from Merrivale.  It was so nice to 
speak to a youngster so enthusiastic about older cars.  He spent ages with us looking at everything on our Rover 
and asking all sorts of questions. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A very nice MG Magnette 

Clyde has always loved Citroens! 
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1968 BSA Thunderbolt 
John Booth 

 
The BSA 650cc was always the top of the range motorcycle dominating the years from the late 40’s through to 
the 50’s and on to the 60’s. This was the A10 and was the bike of choice for some of the ‘Rockers’ of the day. 
This motorcycle, like many from that period used the magneto to fire up the fuel. Along came the late 50’s and 
Lucas announced that the manufacture of the magneto was coming to an end and they were bringing out the 
alternator. BSA decided that it was long overdue to upgrade their range. The Japanese were bringing out better 
bikes and unbeknown to BSA the Honda 750 4 was just around the corner. To this end in 1962 the A65 was 
born, new engine, lighter weight. First in the form of the Star then in the mid 60’s the Star was dropped and the 
Thunderbolt and Lightning were introduced. There were other derivatives but essentially the Thunderbolt and 
Lightning were the mainstay of the range. The Thunderbolt was the touring bike with a single carburetor 
whereas the Lightning was the sports bike with a twin carburetor fitted. Vibration was a problem at high speed 
for both bikes but less so for the Thunderbolt. 
 

 
BSA magazine advert for the BSA A65 
 
The A65 was a sound bike however suffered from some electrical problems. The early ones had a design flaw 
that cooked the battery on a wet and dark night. This was when the lights were switched on. Again set in the 
design, the break down would occur when the rider was far from the nearest town and on a lonely dark road. 
The sales package did come complete with a ghost of a long gone biker to frighten night lights out of the rider 
while he was trying to get any life out of the BSA.  A cold hand on the shoulder “Can I help you out mate”. 
 
  

 
Honda 750 4 set the benchmark in 1969 

 

Then all of a sudden in 1969 Honda shocked the world 
with the release of the 750 4. The motorcycling world 
took a step back in awe. The Honda 750 4 make no 
mistake was a revolution at the time and took the 
world by storm. With electric start and a kill switch. 
Disc front brakes and a silky smooth 4 cylinder engine 
that was super reliable. No late night break downs, no 
ghost in the sales price and all this package came in at 
218kg. 
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Maybe God’s motorcycle had arrived and BSA unfortunately by and large collapsed in 1972. Trade union issues, 
government intervention, quality problems, competition from other manufactures were the suggested nails in 
the coffin. A late flutter by BSA was the oil in frame model but this was not liked and in addition it was found to 
be too tall for some riders. It suffered from cracks in the frame and petrol tank welds, possibly due to increased 
compression ratio and resultant vibration. It has been said the best years for the A65 was the pre oil in frame 
models from 1968 to 1970.  
 
As a kid I used to see the BSA Thunderbolts and Lightning’s riding around the streets of Durban. The black 
bomber jackets, open face helmets with goggles and leather gloves…..the rockers of the day. These guys were 
indeed cool dudes. The Honda just did not do it for me. So an A65 was the bike I had long wanted. My 
preference was the Thunderbolt being more of a touring bike but not that fussy. I heard of a bike for sale in 
Richmond KZN. The photo I was sent was that is was an early 1962 Star. Not the most desirable of the range but 
it was an A65 never the less.  
 

  

 
1968 BSA Thunderbolt as found  

 
 
 
 

During 1968 the Thunderbolt was fitted with two types of front wheel. The first and a carryover from 1967 was 
a standard front braked wheel. During 1968 and 1969 they started to fit a twin leading shoe brake. The twin 
leading brake wheel is quite rare and was only made for 1 year. Mine was fitted with the standard brake. 
However at a local swop meet I spotted a twin leading brake wheel and a pair of forks in a seller’s pickup. I 
asked if they were for sale and I managed to get them for a very good price.  
 

 
Twin leading front brake shoe as introduced in 1968 

I am doing a running restoration on the bike, 
collecting parts and buying in a few new parts 
from the UK. It does appear that the engine 
was overhauled many years ago before the 
bike was parked off. I will be fitting a modern 
regulator and ditching the rectifier and 
zenner diode. Not keen to break down on 
some lonely highway with some ghostly 
assistance.  And so the work goes on. 

A quick trip up and I was 
shown the bike. 
HOWEVER…. Right next to 
this bike was a shiny 
Thunderbolt, what a luck! 
Just what I was looking for 
and even better it was 
from 1968. An offer was 
made, cash paid and the 
owner dropped the bike 
off at my house. So on 
contacting the BSA owners 
club UK it was confirmed 
that the bike was indeed a 
1968 BSA Thunderbolt, 
dispatched by BSA on the 
22 July 1968 to W. Killerby 
Durban.  
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Extract from a new book written recently “The World’s First Land Rover”, by John Smith 
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From April 2022 issue of Take Five  

Geoff’s 
Jottings  
 

We are living in very interesting times, much more interesting than most of us would like unfortunately. One 
of the casualties of this is that virtue signalling now matters more than actual behaviour, so someone driving 
around in a brand new electric car would be considered a good and responsible citizen and applauded, but 
another person driving a 50 year old Rover P5 may well be thought of as an environmental heathen, despite the 
Rover having a miniscule carbon footprint compared to the EV.  

Our increasingly woke society might soon decide to target historic cars so we should be armed with facts to 
counter their ill-informed ideas. Personally, I am a libertarian who believes in a genuine competitive form of 
capitalism and personal freedom, I am not a technocrat who wants to use economic weapons to manipulate 
society. I don’t mind cigarettes being heavily taxed as they will greatly shorten the life of 90% of the people who 
use them, my father smoked and died from lung cancer so I am talking from first-hand knowledge and that is a 
sensible reason to tax that activity. I have never smoked and anyone can choose not to so would be unaffected.  

I am happy to pay my share of the taxes that we require to keep society functioning but increasingly tax is used 
to control behaviour and it has rarely been thought through. I have two modern cars, a petrol and a diesel, the 
petrol one is ULEZ compliant so would be allowed tax free into London and Bristol and any other city that 
decides to tax cars for alleged environmental reasons. Because the car was manufactured in 2011 when 
politicians still thought diesel was the wonder way to meet CO2 emission targets, I have to pay an iniquitous 
annual VED of £585. The diesel version of that very same year and model of car is much less clean when it 
comes to its emissions and not ULEZ compliant but has a lower CO2 output per mile so only pays £20 VED per 
annum, I am paying £565 more PA for the privilege of driving a much cleaner car, bonkers! My modern diesel 
car was made in 2015 but as it was the last year that particular model was manufactured it was never certified 
under Euro 6 and is therefore not ULEZ compliant and would be subject to paying £12.50 a day to go anywhere 
near London. That car has been to two different MOT stations since I bought it and both had the latest test 
equipment yet both commented that they simply could not get a NOx or particulate or CO reading from the 
exhaust, the car’s engine runs incredibly clean and it greatly exceeds the Euro 6 standard. As usual; facts do not 
matter it is all down to virtue signalling and money. If I decided to drive my P5B Coupe back to its original 
London home, it is exempt from ULEZ although it would still be subject to the Congestion charge of £17.50 a 
day. I suspect that one day the eco warriors will decide that classic cars are a good target and facts will not 
bother them in their mission.  

I recently had my first test drive of a pure electric car and it was very clever and very well made although 
despite approaching it with an open mind I soon found it was quite unpleasant to drive and I was surprised at 
the amount of tyre and wind noise, I did not expect that. I got back into my modern, petrol car afterwards and 
breathed a sigh of relief at its wonderful and involving normality. The EV has zero emissions at its point of use 
but massive emissions in its manufacture. Its battery contains 8 Kg of lithium, 35 kg of nickel, 20 kg of 
manganese and 14 kg of cobalt and all of these metals are produced in highly energy intense ways that also 
damage the environment and often the health of the workers and local population where they are extracted 
and worse still; EV batteries are not currently recycled. An EV requires four times as much copper as an internal 
combustion engined car and then you have to consider the vast amount of extra materials required to build a 
charging infrastructure. The anticipated life of the £55,000 EV I drove is 10 years yet my petrol equivalent is 
already 11 years old and will happily last for double that time and is almost 100% recyclable. It is still worth 
good money, try selling an old EV and see how that goes.  
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My 53-year-old P5B produces a relatively tiny amount of CO2 each year and I have offset all our transport and 
domestic CO2 for the next 10 years via an accountable carbon capture scheme run by our local wildlife trust so 
my conscience is clear. The Institute for Fiscal Studies estimates that cars generate £40 billion just from fuel 
duty and VED each year so the UK treasury knows that the lack of meaningful taxation currently applied to the 
EV cannot be sustained and is working on a road pricing system when every car will be charged per mile via a 
smartphone app. Prices will be higher at busy times of day and you will have to pre-load your intended journey 
and get a price before you set off. Knowing how good our government has been at IT in the past, don’t expect 
this to work anytime soon but if it is introduced, I suspect it will be quietly applied to historic cars as well so we 
may yet have to defend our right to use the road unhindered. Big Brother took his time arriving but he is surely 
here now. 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most popular colour for a Rover P5 is 
dark blue; the car magazines always 
wanted an Admiralty / Silver Birch Coupe 
when I had the club role of sourcing cars 
for features.  
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It is debatable what the next most popular colour is, perhaps Bordeaux red or Arden green then it moves on to 
simpler colours with black next in line. When I first went looking for a P5B I wanted one in Zircon Blue, an 
outrageous colour by Rover standards in the 1960s but I soon discovered it faded badly so I ended up with one 
in Bordeaux as although that colour also fades, this car had been repainted. Zircon still looks lovely if in pristine 
condition and really suits a P5B. 

 
 
 
Jaguar 
Flamenco 
Pearl Red 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colours are subject to shifting fashions and anything outrageous might seem like a good idea at the time but a 
year later could be a real turn off. We are lucky that Rover took a very conservative approach to the colour 
options with the P5 and the P5B as none are horrible and most attempts to shift away from standard just look 
wrong. I do quite like the Rover Nightfire red that I have seen on a couple of them, I know it will offend the 
purists but as it was one of the colour options on the Rover 827 Coupe when it came out in 1992, I think it is ok 
on a reimagined P5B Coupe. My V8 Saloon started life in Silver Birch but when I bought it, it had been repainted 
in Rolls Royce Racing green metallic and to me, it just did not work. The car had been used for promotional 
purposes by Rover dealer Wilmoths of Bexhill on Sea and they had repainted it for that purpose in 1990 but it 
was not a good job and by the time I bought the car in 1998 it was in need of major work.  

You will be pleased to know that just 24 years later; that project is coming along quite well with around 700 
hours of my time and masses of money spent so far and probably only another 300 hours still to do. I was going 
to paint it Arden green but it has ended up in Admiralty blue so the safest option but dark blues are now very 
unfashionable on new cars and rarely specified.  

According to the SMMT only 12 cars were sold last year in maroon so Bordeaux is now ultra-unfashionable but 
so many newer cars are in really boring colours with black at the top of the league table as reported by the 
DVLA. 

Most cars were black up until the 1960s then it almost disappeared as a colour choice but now it is back on top. 
I had my first modern black car in the 1970s, a Renault 5 and swore I would never have another as it was never 
clean but it was a company car and I did not get colour choice so I soon had an even bigger car that was never 
clean; a Renault 20. Both my current long-term modern cars are black, neither from choice, my ideal was 
Flamenco red, an even more luscious colour than Nightfire but finding the right specification and price was 
impossible so black it is. I found my partner’s daughter a car she wanted, a VW Polo, it is black, I temporarily 
own a horrible Renault Clio (I might tell you why another time) and it is black. If that is the most popular colour, 
that is what you will most likely get when looking for a used car. Silver is second in popularity (I really don’t like 
silver cars) followed by blue, grey, white and red. I do like green cars but only 2% of buyers share my opinion. I 
quite fancy a P6B, I have never added one to my collection but it is a car that was fashionable in its day and 
many of the colours are truly challenging including almond, April yellow, Brasilia (brown!), city grey (boring), 
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honeysuckle (what!), tobacco leaf (really!), turmeric and paprika if you feel really spicy or bitter apricot if it suits 
your tastes. I guess I would want a late car with a leather interior and the egg box grill so it would have to be 
Cameron green or maybe avocado but certainly not saffron yet the probability is that when I am ready to buy, 
the only suitable car for sale will be black. 
 
 

 
 
Saffron Bun anyone. 

 

That’s all for now folks. 

Geoff Arthurw.g.arthur@outlook.com  

Any opinions expressed in this column might be those of the author and should not be assumed to be those of 
the Rover P5 Club. (Geoff has very coloured views about cars! Ed). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * *  * * * * 
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Taken from an article online by John Bath in Classic American - April 2021 

The story of the ‘Roverbaker’ 
A letter in a recent issue of Classic American inspired John Bath to look into the design 
cross-fertilisation that took place across the Channel between Rover and Studebaker 
at the end of the war… 

 
Rover 75 and ‘Cyclops’ light in centre of grille. 
 
Reader Stephen Harcourt had a point in the letters column (Classic American, August 2020) when he 
spoke about the influence of American car design on British car styling in the Forties and Fifties, 
especially with Studebaker’s ground-breaking 1947 design. However, rather than a Vauxhall 
connection, along with other readers, he might be surprised at the admittedly unofficial connection 
between Studebaker and Rover, with its 1949 to 1964 P4 design – yes indeed that’s the famous ‘Auntie 
Rover’. 
However, back to 1946, when after only about three months‘ production of slightly modified pre-war 
models, the 1947 Studebaker models were announced as early as May 1946 – the new range of cars was 
indeed just as the strapline stated: ‘First by far with a postwar car’. That is so, unless you count the 
Kaiser-Frazer duo, which was itself a new manufacturer (so had to produce a new car) but Studebaker 
was a long-established manufacturer and this was quite an achievement to produce a new car so quickly 
after the Second World War. 
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Not only this, but the September 1946 issue of the American pictorial magazine, Life, devoted no fewer 
than 10 pages to the South Bend firm and its remarkable new models. Other American car makers from 
the Big Three were still producing their pre-war looking cars from late 1945 right up until their first 
post-war 1949 models – including Ford, Oldsmobile and Cadillac. Yet by 1949, the new 1950 models 
were going to be the fourth variation of the original design (with two more still to come) with a much 
more radical front-end treatment – more about that later. 
The design was the work of the Raymond Loewy organisation who had styled the most recent 
Studebakers, but the late Bob Bourke gets the credit for the more outlandish ‘nose’ of the 1950/51 
models – see below – from a styling sketch that he did back in 1941. 
 
Enter the ‘Roverbaker’ 
It is fair to say that Rover’s pre-war styling was staid, and way behind what was going on stateside, yet 
the cars still sold well on their built-in quality, both in Britain and many Empire countries. Perhaps 
surprisingly, Rover’s bosses, Maurice and Spencer Wilks, turned to South Bend for inspiration, because 
that was arguably the most up-to-the-minute car design for everyday family cars anywhere in the world. 
Remember that car manufacturers were always studying what rival companies were doing, in both 
Britain and the US as evidenced by surviving in-house photos of new vehicles made by rival firms. 
These cars were bought under conditions of great secrecy. Therefore Rover purchased two Champion 
Regal De Luxe four-door sedans (one, or both, with right-hand drive) to examine them in detail. The 
chassis of the new Rover P4 had already been tried out on the predecessor model – the P3 – which was 
a short-term update of a car that could still only be classed as a pre-war design. 
 
The choice of this most advanced mass-produced design was a real step-change for Rover, and therefore 
unsurprisingly, it did not go down too well with some Rover aficionados. And some of those old-school 
Rover owners wrote to The Motor and The Autocar to say so. By contrast, the 1947 Studebaker was 
much more generally accepted by the American public, with its space-age styling (and as some said, 
looking like Buck Rogers should be piloting it). However, there were some American wags who could 
not resist alluding to its advanced styling which seemed to owe nothing to any previous car design – I 
refer here to its so-called ‘coming or going’ look. 
 
The body of one of these two Champion cars was actually fitted to a prototype P4 chassis to create a 
mythical ‘Roverbaker’. This was because in 1948 most of the work on the chassis was complete, but the 
designs of the new body were not yet finalised. If you are still understandably sceptical about this story, 
there were a whole host of Studebaker design elements that were included in the then-new Cyclops 
model – the nickname not being official, but it alluded to the inset central lamp in the grille, reminiscent 
of the famous Tucker 48. The following list contains many of the similarities: 
 
Design 
■ Column gear change – then uncommon on UK cars, though not unique. 
■ Sloping trunk. 
■ Vestigial rear wing to avoid the ‘slab-sided’ or inverted bathtub look of, say, the Kaiser-Frazer twins. 
■ Bench front seat. 
■ Two side windows (versus commonly found three) – for back seat passengers’ privacy. 
■ Unusual straight trailing edge to rear doors – instead of usual curve for wheel arch. 
■ Concealed fuel filler door, so no exposed petrol cap to spoil the harmonious looks. 
■ Doors hinged from ‘A’ and ‘C’ posts giving easier entry to rear of cabin, also known as ‘suicide’ 
doors. 
 
Measurements* 
The Studebaker was longer than the Rover in its original form and longer still for the 1950/1/2 updates, 
both to the front and rear, but the wheelbase only differed by a single inch. 
*NB: For the purpose of this article, I am ignoring the larger Commander and Land Cruiser versions. 
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Fourth time’s the charm 
Studebaker’s fourth update of the ’47, the 1950 Studebaker ‘Bulletnose’ was the first really radical 
update of the broadly similar 1947/8/9 models and came in the autumn of ’49, for the 1950 models – 
and the brand new P4 ‘Cyclops’ was announced at roughly the same time. The strong central front-end 
styling theme of both cars – purely a coincidence – is notable: 
 
■ Rover 75 – the central pass lamp, giving it rather later the unofficial ‘Cyclops’ moniker. 
■ 1950 Studebaker Champion – also gets not one, but two nicknames – ‘Bulletnose’ or (less 
convincingly) ‘Needlenose’. 
 
This 1950 version of the ’47 was definitely distinctive and with the addition of an aftermarket 
accessory, the so-called ‘Lindbergh’ propeller, to apply to that Bulletnose, made it even more so. It sold 
very well too – 320,884 of the 1950 models were sold, in all the various versions easily the best of all 
six years’ versions. Older readers might recall the final iteration of the ’47 was modelled by Dinky Toys 
– the 1952 Land Cruiser, as was the Rover 75 Cyclops; 1952 was Studebaker’s landmark year too, as 
their centenary year, yet only 14 years later it was all over for the firm. 
 
 
 
From a 1948 Studebaker brochure 

 
 

An old pub had a dog called Rover 
(With apologies! Just trying to fill in this space!!) 
 
An old pub had a dog called Rover, who all the patrons loved. Unfortunately, one day Rover passed away. To honour the 
passing of their beloved dog, they cut off his tail and pinned it above the fireplace. 
 
With this, Rover went up to doggy heaven where he was met at the pearly white gates by Saint Peter. As Rover approached 
the gates, Saint Peter says to him "I'm sorry Rover, I can't let you into doggy heaven unless you are complete. I must send 
you back down to earth to fetch your tail." Saint Peter then raised his arms and sent Rover back down to earth as a ghost. 
 
By the time Rover reaches the old pub back on earth, it's about 2 am and the pub is shut. Eager to get into heaven, Rover 
starts barking outside. The landlord wakes up, opens his window, and looks outside at the ghostly dog and asks "Rover? Is 
that you boy?", "Yes, it is" replied Rover “I’ve come to get my tail as I am not allowed into heaven without it!" The landlord 
looks Rover in the eyes and says "I'm sorry boy, but you know the rules... We don't serve spirits after 12" 

 



RoverNews 16 

 

 

 

I would LOVE one of these!! 

 

 

 
The club’s banking details: 

Account name: Natal Rover Owners’ Association 
Bank:   Standard Bank, Florida Road 
Branch Code  042726    OR    EFT bank code:  051001 
Account No:  254048676 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR CURRENT COMMITTEE 
PORTFOLIO 

POSITION  
NAME  

CELL 
NUMBER  

EMAIL  

President  John Wheaton 082 958 8344 suttonhowardcc@gmail.com 

Chairlady  Dawn Booth  082 407 4757  dawnboothbooks@gmail.com 

Secretary  Rose Wyatt  083 327 8763  rwyatt@nitrosoft.co.za  

Treasurer  Rose Wyatt  083 327 8763  as above 

Editor  Rose Wyatt  083 327 8763  as above 

Events  Clyde Wyatt  083 327 8763  as above 

Webmaster  John Booth  073 341 8211  beltec@telkomsa.net  

 
Newsletter prepared by 

ROSE  WYATT 
033-330 6413 or 083 327 8763 


